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 במדבר כ״ח:א׳-ח׳1.
ר׃ (ב) צַ֚ו אֶת־בְּנֵ֣י יִשְׂרָאֵ֔ל וְאָמַרְתָּ֖ אֲלֵקֶ֑ם אֶת־קָרְבָּנִ֨י לַחְמִ֜י לְאִשַּׁ֗י רֵ֚יחַ נִֽיחֹחִ֔י  (א) ויְַדַבֵּ֥ר יקוק אֶל־משֶֹׁ֥ה לֵּאמֹֽ

אִשֶּׁ֔ה אֲשֶׁ֥ר תַּקְרִ֖יבוּ לַיקוק כְּבָשִׂ֨ים בְּנֵֽי־שָׁנָ֧ה תְמִימִ֛ם שְׁנַ֥יִם  תִּשְׁמְר֕וּ לְהַקְרִ֥יב לִ֖י בְּמוֹעֲדֽוֹ׃ (ג) וְאָמַרְתָּ֣ לָהֶ֔ם זֶ֚ה הָֽ
יִם׃ (ה) וַעֲשִׂירִ֧ית עַרְבָּֽ יד׃ (ד) אֶת־הַכֶּ֥בֶשׂ אֶחָ֖ד תַּעֲשֶׂ֣ה בַבֹּ֑קֶר וְאֵת֙ הַכֶּ֣בֶשׂ הַשֵּׁנִ֔י תַּעֲשֶׂ֖ה בֵּ֥ין הָֽ  לַיּ֖וֹם עלָֹ֥ה תָמִֽ
ין׃ (ו) עלַֹ֖ת תָּמִ֑יד הָעֲשֻׂיָה֙ בְּהַ֣ר סִינַ֔י לְרֵ֣יחַ נִיחֹ֔חַ אִשֶּׁ֖ה  הָאֵיפָ֛ה סֹ֖לֶת לְמִנְחָ֑ה בְּלוּלָ֛ה בְּשֶׁ֥מֶן כָּתִ֖ית רְבִיעִ֥ת הַהִֽ

יהוָֽה׃ (ז) ונְִסְכּוֹ֙ רְבִיעִ֣ת הַהִ֔ין לַכֶּ֖בֶשׂ הָאֶחָ֑ד בַּקֹּ֗דֶשׁ הַסֵּ֛ךְ נֶ֥סֶךְ שֵׁכָ֖ר לַיהוָֽה׃ (ח) וְאֵת֙ הַכֶּ֣בֶשׂ הַשֵּׁנִ֔י תַּעֲשֶׂ֖ה בֵּ֣ין  לַֽ
עַרְבָּ֑יִם כְּמִנְחַ֨ת הַבֹּ֤קֶר וּכְנִסְכּוֹ֙ תַּעֲשֶׂ֔ה אִשֵּׁ֛ה רֵ֥יחַ נִיחֹ֖חַ לַיקוק (פ)  הָֽ

 
1. Numbers 28:1-8 
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(1) The LORD spoke to Moses, saying:  (2) Command the Israelite people and say to 
them: Be punctilious in presenting to Me at stated times the offerings of food due 
Me, as offerings by fire of pleasing odor to Me.  (3) Say to them: These are the 
offerings by fire that you are to present to the LORD: As a regular burnt offering 
every day, two yearling lambs without blemish.  (4) You shall offer one lamb in the 
morning, and the other lamb you shall offer at twilight.  (5) And as a meal offering, 
there shall be a tenth of an ephah of choice flour with a quarter of a hin of beaten 
oil mixed in— (6) the regular burnt offering instituted at Mount Sinai—an offering 
by fire of pleasing odor to the LORD.  (7) The libation with it shall be a quarter of a 
hin for each lamb, to be poured in the sacred precinct as an offering of fermented 
drink to the LORD.  (8) The other lamb you shall offer at twilight, preparing the 
same meal offering and libation as in the morning—an offering by fire of pleasing 
odor to the LORD. 
 
2. Demetrius, The Areopagite (as quoted in Michael Pollan, ​Cooked​) 
Once men  indulged in wicked cannibal habits, and numerous other vices; when a 
man of better genius arose, who first sacrificed [animal] victims, and did roast their 
flesh. And, as the meat surpassed the flesh of man, they ate man no longer… 
 
3. Robert Gordis, ​A Jewish Prayerbook for the Modern Age, ​Conservative 
Judaism, October 1945 
 
There will naturally be instances, however, where legitimate reinterpretation is 
impossible because the traditional formulation cannot be made to serve our needs. 
Such pre-eminently are the passages dealing concretely with sacrifices, which are 
central to the Musaf service... the elimination of the Musaf service as a whole 
means destroying the entire structure of the traditional liturgy. Moreover, it would 
mean ​sacrificing​ other important ideas contained in it which ought to be 
preserved, and if possible even more vividly expressed. We have noted above that 
Reform utilized its objection to animal sacrifices as a convenient method of 
eliminating prayers for the restoration of Zion. We surely cannot afford to throw 
out the baby with the bath! What procedure are we to adopt ? A step in the right 
direction was made in one edition of the United Synagogue Mahzor, which changed 
the phrases נעשה ונקריב from the future to the past עשו והקריבו... 
 

 4. ​ויקרא ו׳:א׳-ו׳
ת־אַהֲרןֹ֙ וְאֶת־בָּנָ֣יו לֵאמֹ֔ר זֹ֥את תּוֹרַ֖ת הָעלָֹ֑ה הִ֣וא הָעלָֹ֡ה עַל֩ מוֹקְדָ֨ה ר׃ (ב) צַ֤ו אֶֽ  (א) ויְַדַבֵּ֥ר יקוק אֶל־משֶֹׁ֥ה לֵּאמֹֽ

כְנְסֵי־בַד֮ יִלְבַּ֣שׁ  עַל־הַמִּזְבֵּ֤חַ כָּל־הַלַּ֙יְלָה֙ עַד־הַבֹּ֔קֶר וְאֵ֥שׁ הַמִּזְבֵּ֖חַ תּ֥וּקַד בּֽוֹ׃ (ג) וְלָבַ֨שׁ הַכּהֵֹ֜ן מִדּ֣וֹ בַ֗ד וּמִֽ
חַ׃ (ד) וּפָשַׁט֙  עַל־בְּשָׂרוֹ֒ וְהֵרִ֣ים אֶת־הַדֶּ֗שֶׁן אֲשֶׁ֨ר תּאֹכַ֥ל הָאֵ֛שׁ אֶת־הָעלָֹ֖ה עַל־הַמִּזְבֵּ֑חַ וְשָׂמ֕וֹ אֵ֖צֶל הַמִּזְבֵּֽ

מַּחֲנֶ֔ה אֶל־מָק֖וֹם טָהֽוֹר׃ (ה) וְהָאֵ֨שׁ עַל־הַמִּזְבֵּ֤חַ  אֶת־בְּגָדָ֔יו וְלָבַ֖שׁ בְּגָדִ֣ים אֲחֵרִ֑ים וְהוֹצִ֤יא אֶת־הַדֶּ֙שֶׁן֙ אֶל־מִח֣וּץ לַֽ
ים׃ (ו) עלָֹ֔ה וְהִקְטִ֥יר עָלֶ֖יהָ חֶלְבֵ֥י הַשְּׁלָמִֽ  תּֽוּקַד־בּוֹ֙ לֹ֣א תִכְבֶּ֔ה וּבִעֵ֨ר עָלֶ֧יהָ הַכּהֵֹ֛ן עֵצִ֖ים בַּבֹּ֣קֶר בַּבֹּ֑קֶר וְעָרַ֤ךְ עָלֶ֙יהָ֙ הָֽ

ה׃ (ס)  אֵ֗שׁ תָּמִ֛יד תּוּקַ֥ד עַל־הַמִּזְבֵּ֖חַ לֹ֥א תִכְבֶֽ
 
4. ​Leviticus 6:1-6 
(1) The LORD spoke to Moses, saying:  (2) Command Aaron and his sons thus: This 
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is the ritual of the burnt offering: The burnt offering itself shall remain where it is 
burned upon the altar all night until morning, while the fire on the altar is kept 
going on it.  (3) The priest shall dress in linen raiment, with linen breeches next to 
his body; and he shall take up the ashes to which the fire has reduced the burnt 
offering on the altar and place them beside the altar.  (4) He shall then take off his 
vestments and put on other vestments, and carry the ashes outside the camp to a 
clean place.  (5) The fire on the altar shall be kept burning, not to go out: every 
morning the priest shall feed wood to it, lay out the burnt offering on it, and turn 
into smoke the fat parts of the offerings of well-being.  (6) A perpetual fire shall be 
kept burning on the altar, not to go out. 
 

 5. ​משנה תמיד ב׳:א׳
 (א) רָאוּהוּ אֶחָיו שֶׁיָּרַד, וְהֵם רָצוּ וּבָאוּ. מִהֲרוּ וְקִדְּשׁוּ יְדֵיהֶן וְרַגְלֵיהֶן מִן הַכִּיּוֹר, נָטְלוּ אֶת הַמַּגְרֵפוֹת וְאֶת

 הַצִּנּוֹרוֹת וְעָלוּ לְראֹשׁ הַמִּזְבֵּחַ. הָאֵבָרִין וְהַפְּדָרִין שֶׁלֹּא נִתְאַכְּלוּ מִבָּעֶרֶב, סוֹנְקִין אוֹתָם לִצְדָּדֵי הַמִּזְבֵּחַ. אִם אֵין
 הַצְּדָדִין מַחֲזִיקִין, סוֹדְרִין אוֹתָם בַּסּוֹבֵב עַל הַכֶּבֶשׁ:

 
5. ​Mishnah Tamid 2:1 
(1) His brothers [the other priests] saw him go down [from the altar] and they 
would run; they hurried and sanctified their hands and feet from the laver [and] 
took the shovels [used to scoop ash] and the forks [used for moving sacrificial 
parts] and go up to the top of the altar. The limbs and the fats that weren't 
consumed [by the fire] the previous evening, would be moved to the sides of the 
altar. If the sides of the altar could not hold them, they would arrange them around 
the altar [on the ledge surrounding it]. 
 
6. Michael Pollen, ​Cooked 
The vestibule of hell. ​The pit room was in fact an infernal chamber, and not a place 
likely to stimulate an appetite for cooked pig in many people. The residues of fires 
big and small were everywhere, blackening the bricks, charring the ceiling, 
puckering the plywood walls... It was difficult to regard this pit room, filthy and 
littered with cinders as a ​kitchen​, but of course that is what it is... 
 

 7. ​משנה תמיד ב׳:ב׳
 (ב) הֵחֵלּוּ מַעֲלִין בָּאֵפֶר עַל גַּבֵּי הַתַּפּוּחַ. וְתַפּוּחַ הָיָה בְאֶמְצַע הַמִּזְבֵּחַ, פְּעָמִים עָלָיו כִּשְׁלשׁ מֵאוֹת כּוֹר. וּבָרְגָלִים

 לֹא הָיוּ מְדַשְּׁנִין אוֹתוֹ, מִפְּנֵי שֶׁהוּא נוֹי לַמִּזְבֵּחַ. מִיָּמָיו לֹא נִתְעַצֵּל הַכּהֵֹן מִלְּהוֹצִיא אֶת הַדָּשֶׁן:
 

7. ​Mishnah Tamid 2:2 
(2) They [the priests] began heaping the ash onto the ​Tapuach​ [heap of ashes on 
the top of the altar in the Temple courtyard] The ​Tapuach​ was in the middle of the 
top of the altar. Sometimes there was approximately three hundred ​kor 
[measurement of volume] on it. During pilgrimage festivals, they would not remove 
its ash, because it was a decoration for the altar [to show that it was being used 
frequently]. During the days [of the Temple], the priests were never lazy about 
removing the ash [when there was too much]. 
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 8. ​משנה תמיד ב׳:ג׳

 (ג) הֵחֵלּוּ מַעֲלִין בַּגִּזְרִין לְסַדֵּר אֵשׁ הַמַּעֲרָכָה. וְכִי כָּל הָעֵצִים כְּשֵׁרִים לַמַעֲרָכָה, הֵין, כָּל הָעֵצִים כְּשֵׁרִין לַמַּעֲרָכָה,
 חוּץ מִשֶּׁל זַיִת וְשֶׁל גֶּפֶן. אֲבָל בְּאֵלּוּ רְגִילִין, בְּמֻרְבִּיּוֹת שֶׁל תְּאֵנָה וְשֶׁל אֱגוֹז וְשֶׁל עֵץ שָׁמֶן:

 
8. ​Mishnah Tamid 2:3 
(3) They [the priests] began transferring the [wood] logs to arrange the pyre [on the 
altar]. But are all [types of] wood valid the pyre? Yes, all [types of] wood are valid for 
the pyre, except wood from an olive [tree] and from a vine. It was [the wood] of 
these [trees] they was commonly used, branches of a fig tree, walnut [tree] or an oil 
[tree]. 
 

 9. ​משנה תמיד ב׳:ד׳
 (ד) סִדֵּר הַמַּעֲרָכָה גְדוֹלָה מִזְרָחָה, וַחֲזִיתָהּ מִזְרָחָה, וְרָאשֵׁי הַגִּזְרִין הַפְּנִימִים הָיוּ נוֹגְעִים בַּתַּפּוּחַ. וְרֶוַח הָיָה

 בֵּין הַגִּזְרִים שֶׁהָיוּ מַצִּיתִים אֶת הָאֲלִיתָא מִשָּׁם:
 

9. ​Mishnah Tamid 2:4 
(4) He [the priest] arranged the large pyre towards the east [side of the altar], and it 
"looked" [small openings] towards the east [side] and the ends of the inner logs 
would touch the ​Tapuach​. There was space between the logs from where they 
would ignite the twigs. 
 
10. Michael Pollan, ​Cooked 
After the hogs are on, [James Henry] Howell [pit master, Skylight Inn, Ayden, NC] 
begins shoveling wood coals underneath them, transferring the smoldering cinders, 
one spade full at a time, from the hearths, now glowing a deep red, across the 
room to the pits. Carefully pouring the incandescent coals between the iron bars, 
he arranges a line of fire roughly around the perimeter of each hog... 
  

 11. ​במדבר כ״ח:א׳-ח׳
ר׃ (ב) צַ֚ו אֶת־בְּנֵ֣י יִשְׂרָאֵ֔ל וְאָמַרְתָּ֖ אֲלֵקֶ֑ם אֶת־קָרְבָּנִ֨י לַחְמִ֜י לְאִשַּׁ֗י רֵ֚יחַ נִֽיחֹחִ֔י  (א) ויְַדַבֵּ֥ר יקוק אֶל־משֶֹׁ֥ה לֵּאמֹֽ

 תִּשְׁמְר֕וּ לְהַקְרִ֥יב לִ֖י בְּמוֹעֲדֽוֹ׃
 
11. ​Numbers 28:1-8 
(1) The LORD spoke to Moses, saying:  (2) Command the Israelite people and say to 
them: Be punctilious in presenting to Me at stated times the offerings of food due 
Me, as offerings by fire of pleasing odor to Me.   
 
 
12. Michael Pollan, ​Cooked 
 
The perfume is what I could smell from the road, and what I was beginning to smell 
again. Even now, standing here in the middle of this sepulchral chamber slightly 
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starved for oxygen, hemmed between these two serried ranks of the porky dead, I 
was more than a little surprised to register somewhere deep in my belly the first 
stirrings of... an appetite! 
  
13. Janet A. Flammang (as quoted in Michael Pollan,  ​Cooked​​) 
 
Food is apprehended through the senses of touch, smell, and taste which rank 
lower on the hierarchy of senses than sight and hearing, which are typically thought 
to give rise to knowledge. In most of philosophy, religion and literature, food is 
associated with body, animal, female, and appetite - things civilized men have 
sought to overcome with knowledge and reason.  
 
14. Michael Pollan, ​Cooked 
 
The idea that cooking is a defining human activity is not a new one. In 1773, the 
Scottish writer James Boswell, noting that “no beast is a cook,” called Homo sapiens 
“the cooking animal,”... Fifty years later, in “The Physiology of Taste,” the French 
gastronome Jean-Anthelme Brillat-Savarin claimed that cooking made us who we 
are; by teaching [people] to use fire, it had “done the most to advance the cause of 
civilization.” More recently, the anthropologist Claude Lévi-Strauss, writing in 1964 
in “The Raw and the Cooked,” found that many cultures entertained a similar view, 
regarding cooking as a symbolic way of distinguishing ourselves from the 
animals. For Lévi-Strauss, cooking is a metaphor for the human transformation of 
nature into culture, but in the years since “The Raw and the Cooked,” other 
anthropologists have begun to take quite literally the idea that cooking is the key to 
our humanity. 
 

 15. חולין קל״ב ב:נ״א-נ״ג
 אמר רב חסדא: מתנות כהונה אין נאכלות אלא צלי, ואין נאכלות אלא בחרדל. מאי טעמא? אמר קרא

 (במדבר יח, ח) "למשחה" - לגדולה. כדרך שהמלכים אוכלים...
 

15. ​Chullin 132b:51-53 
Rav Chisda said: The gifts of the kohanim may only be consumed roasted, and only 
with mustard. How do we know? The Torah says (Bamidbar 18), ‘I have given these 
for anointing,’ meaning for greatness, as [anointed] royalty consumes. 
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